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From the Gospel Visitant. 
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Sir Richard Steele’s Letter 
TO THE POPE. 


[Continued.} 


for my ewn part, | have always been am advocate 
for all that reverence end regard which can with any 
justice be claimed by them; and shall ever pay them 
all the reepect which their character and conduct, com- 
pared together, can admit of, But the demands of 
those who talk loudest among them, seem to increase 
opon ws every day. For, upon inquiry I find, what | 
was not before acquainted with, that what was spoken 
to the Aprsiles, was spoken to every one of them; 
that it is a crime mot to attend to them, even without 
excepting the cuse of self-contradiction, matual contre- 
diction, and [whet is of much more importance] of con- 
¢radiction to all the precepts of peace and love in the 
gospel : that they ure at length of an Angelick order ; 
nay, that to despise them, [wot excepting any cases in 
which contempt is as matural as hunger or thirst) is, (if 
I may repeat it) to despise God himeelf. And all this, 
because fallible men, in whom the trust i reposed, have 
admitted them, according tothe best of their judgment, 
to officiate in holy things. 

‘Every one who thinks of bimself in this light, needs 
mo infullibility or impeccability, to make him as great 
as ever your Holimers pretended tobe. ‘His. character 
will do without those or'any one other accomplhich- 
“ment. 

These lact four or five years, otr Pulpits have in a 
pariicnlar manner echoed with the sound of dignity. 
tule, pre-eminence, and the Wee. There ate indeed, 
emong the best aud -niost Jearmed of our divines, whe 
dischaten all this ; and disdain all respect ‘but what re- 
sults from the sincerity of their labors for the good of 
mankind. But the retey make most noise every whiere ; 
and few care to contradiel them. 

This 'preeilege | thought worth recording, im the ec- 
count | am giving you of our Religious affairs ; be- 
cause it is very considerable in itself, and 'seems'to be of 
e growing nature. It is a poet, whicl when once car- 
ried theronghly and unrversally, will muke every singte 
Presbyter, or Pastor, en abeotute Pope to btsown con- 
gregation. 

And this alone is sufficient to convinee you, thet at 
ipresent, notwithstanding any intelligence you may have 
of their good inclinations towards you, they meon not 
-gqou, butthémerdres Fhey may be surprised indeed, 
at last, to find it all end to your edrantage : but I He- 
quit them of the gudt of any euch design ; end indeed 
of any other tiew. bat that of securin. on immoderate 
‘respect to a particular set of themselves. Which | 
would not say, were it not too plaiw from hence, tlrat 
let a Presbater, or a Bishop, or even an Archbeshop, | 
differ from them itany matter of speculation or-of State; | 
‘they have shewn the world, by their example, that all 
this pretended eeneration is to:be turnedy whenever the 
signed ix given, into personal contempt and ignominy. 
So that to say and unsay ; todo and undo ; to declare 
absolutely, that the profowndest reverence i+ due to the 
Clergy, and at the same fime to raise a storm of ill 
ireatment against any of therr own body who displease. 
them; and all the while to keep’ their courlenances, 
and Jook as if ali wat cotisistent; is one signal pregi- 
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which perhaps have had Preachers never ordained ; and 
unpeoples the Christian world without mercy. But it 
is supposed it niwst make the poor distressed Laity a- 
dore the men who have this privilege, of entitling them 


It is very true, what your Holiness may have been 
informed of; that in many instances, both of dorfrine 
and ceremony, we have been, of late years, rather 
drawing nearer to you, than departing farther from you. 

It isa common maxim, and propagated very politic- to God's favor, or debarring them from it. ‘ 
ly by the agents of your Church, with the help of some| Yet with some it may be turned another way; and 
of the zealots of ours ; Better be a Papist, than a Pres-| they muy begin to ack, if the Clergy of our Charch; 
byterian. This being allowed by many Churchmen, which reecived all through the hends of the Romish, 
and rightly managed amongst the populace, exceeding!y | be vested with this glorious prerogative; how mach 
diminishes the horror and aversion there used to be in| more sure is it in that Church which commanhicated it 


our people against the very name of Popery. And thie 
works by insensible degrees; till many a man, ‘who at 
first feels himeelf a hearty enemy to Popery, finding it 
to be allowed to be better than something else, of 
which he knows nothing, begins to think with more pa- 


to ours? If we are so positive, we bad it from them, 
by whom we were ordained, and could not have it oth- 


erwise ; how auch grote must itibe in them, who or- 
dained us? 


After this, why should 1 mention, whet must be 


tience about it ; first, as not near so bad as it ased to ;0own to yeu, the zeal of many for the multiplying of 


be repretented ; and then as an innocent matter; and 
then ws a very tolerable Religion ; and at length as 
better than any thing set up agaimet it: And all’by the 
help of this general principle, rightly managed ; which 
takes off the edge of ‘his former passion for the Protes- 
tant Religton, and so by degrees reconciles his thoughts 
to its contrary. 

To the same porpose tents the revival of some mat- 
ters of doctréne and practice, af your sort, amonget we. 
The power vested-in Préesis to absolve aren from their 
sins, bath been declared by many, in such soft, as-hath 
in effeot made the wilt Of God trimecif to te determined 
by their will, or ever theirhumor. I may be sunmied 
up iu these two points ¢“* That men can have nu hopes 
of a pardon from God, but by absotetion from themouth 
ofa priest ; and a Priest ordained to a nicety, accord- 
ing to a particular-motinn of repularity : And:that God | 
must pardon those whom a ‘Priest pronounces to be 
pardowed,” Thut is, that (hey are not'so miuch obliged 
pby ‘the Alniighty’s will, as the Almighty is by thesr’s ; | 
and that God is never 80 much honored as wheuteems | 
and faileble wen are placed in his throre. 

Some have changed this absurdity of an awthorilatéee 
absolution, (which they see they cannot so easily de- 
fend) mto an autheritaiewe intercesston of the Priest, 
who is vow becowe with us, a medialor between Ged 
and man; stil] securing to (herselves the same power 
aud privilege, ina less scandalous manner. ‘This creates 
the sane dependence of the Laity upon the Priests ; | 
and shews ogain how detferous we are in chungmg | 
wend when there is occasion, without changing (hangs 
at all. 

But Your Holiness will easily guess the meaning of 
all this, when | let you know that the same persons de; 
clare, chat aurrewlar ronfession, and a particular wzn- 
burthentrg the conscience of all its secrets, must pre- 
cede this great benefit. And this, you well know, is an 
engine of unmeasur ble inflmence, that can rule families, 
overturn states, and govern the world, 

Adu to this, another point greatly contended fer of | 
date. and very much to your advantage in the issue ; 
thet all baptisms, unless by Episcopal priests, in a re- | 
Rular line (tom you, are declared mralid, and of no ef- | 
fect to instate men into God’s Peeulium, 

We have indeed openly declared against your doc-, 
trine of making the Sacraments depend upon the in- | 
tention of the Priest: But we are doing a much worse | 
thing, (if the doctrine of some men can prevail) and | 














ceremoniousness and bowings, in public worship; for 
the Cathedral pronunciation of prayers ; (which is the 
Protestant unknown tongue, to euch as are not accus- 
tomed to it) onr Altars, and the mever-lighted candles 
upon them; the decoretions of our Churches, which, 
you have experienced, never stop where the honest 
men who first begin them design they should; the con- 
eecration of eur Church-¥ ards ; and the like: In whioh 
you find this benefit; that several who take the im- 
pression of these things deep into them, are easily in- 
clined, with a Jittle art and management, to believe 
that Church must be the best which bath the greatest 
number of these good things. } 

We have not indeed many images or pictures left in 
our Churches, besides Moses and Aaron; whose. fig- 
ures, though they have nothing to do in oar places of 
worship, give me the less concern, because Christians 
are in no danger of idolizing Jews. 

But we have one very common, and very scandalots 
representation, in multitudes of our churches ; whiel: 
in my opivion comprehends all. possible absurdities of 
thet sort: and that is, of the Trinity in Unity, figured. 
in a triangle, and generally inclosed ina eircle ove: 
our altars; as it is in the pictures which are now be- 
come, fashionabie in out common .prayer-books, This 
is justly esteemed the most iwexplicable and unintelli- 
ble mystery of our faith. And yet it is suffered by those 
who so esteem it, to be set forth, even to men’s eyes, 
by a mathematical figure; which always supposeth the 
clearest and fallest ideas possible: and the Bternal 
Father of al! things is represented to christians, as one 
side of an equilaferial triangle. Yn this point, 1 am al- 
most ready to give up the Cause to you ; and to own 
that all your crucifixes, and all thefigures of your suits, 
(who were once men ond women. and.therefore repre- 
sentable) put together, have not wmiy part of the mon- 
strous absurdity Of tins single representation, .’ 

The preaching, as it is called, of our popular.mer, 
(pen which we ured to value ourselves exceedingly) 
is now come to that degree of offence, that in many 
places, persons of sense and seriousness stay at home 
out of piety. and absent themselves from our assemblies 
for fear of heoring. For the truth of what bafta, 1 
appeal to the intelligence sent yoo by the agents of 
your church among+t us, who have of late been seen to 
take motes froa: the mouths of some of our followed 
preachers, .For my own part, | have unagined snyse)f 
sometimes to be at the late wegotiations at Utrecht, 


that is, making thei depend upon what neither Priest j and to bear onc-of\the French King's Plenipotentiories 
nor Layman cen ever come to any satisfaction about, setting forth the gloriows and odvantogeous terms of 
vig. the Episcopal Ordimation of the Priest, im a regular, |peace wiich his master hath yiclded tous: sometiorgs 





faze, which many wmonget ur have te boast of, 


uninterrupted line of succession from Christ himself.— to be in be +-id-t of commixsioners o! trade, hearing 
This indeed sweeps whole ,narishes away cat ances the tore als «eg ome eu ening ls 


cd te Winctes CMR *.come- 
’ 
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"We often hear of a preacher, whose hearers suppose he 
_ is in the habit of self-contradiction. He preaches, at 


_ hearer is not satished. He thinks he discovers an op- 
. position of eentiment in the two discourses, which no 


+ the conclusion is, that the two discourses are inconsis- 
stent with each other, 
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ed with the souud of fulsome panegyrick ; sometimes | 
in a cabal of nialecontent Jacobites, dieburthening all: 
their spleen, as far as they dare, in invective, and satire, » 
aud insinuation, against the late revolution, and their 
present superiors ; sometimes in one of the meetings of 
some of our old rigid Separatiste, inveighing sgainst 
their Bishops; sometimes in one of Your Holiness’ 
Conrts of Judicature, amidst the thunderings of wrath 
and damnation, denounced against all heretics und 
schismatics; in a word, sometimes at the Bear-Garden, 
and sometimes st Bedlam: But at last, | have roused’ 
myself up, and found myself where ! should least of all 
expect to hear, either such subjects or such language. 

About the end of January, and the beginning of Feb- 
ruary, we are in a more than ordinary manner, called , 
vpon to knock one another on the head, because our | 
forefathers, (and particularly the forefathers of many of | 
our modery high church champions) happened to be | 
great villains above sixty years ago. And thisis thought | 
an excellent topic to be insisted upon from generation | 
to generation: nay, it is esteemed by many to be sea-| 
sonable all the year round. 

But there is another topic which seems to be in great | 
repute again at this time ; anc that is the danger of the 
poor Church: a danger, which constantly is seen to in- 
erease, in exact proportion as the hopes and interests 
of your Holiness’ friends in these parts decrease. So 
that to know whether this subject be in fashion, no one 
need to inquire any thing but how it stands with the 
Roman Catholics in England ; whether they are pleas- 
ed or displeased. Some advantage, | can assure you, 
your Church reaps from it ; that it hath created a nau- 
seous disgust in many of the best members of ours ; and 
hath furnished some of our dissenters with this reason 
against uniting with us, that theu will never be of a 
church that is almost always in danger. 

One thing more | must here mention ; that the Church, 
(1 mean that part of the Churchmen I am speaking of) 
is now in full possession of the privilege of applying 
God’s judgments to their neighbors: which our fore- 
fathers so justly condemned, and took such pains to 
ridicule, in the worst of our Separatists. 

Thus, the death of our late Queen, is a judgment 
upon a nation unworthy of so much goodness ; though 
some weak fanatics, on the other side, have shewed 
them how easy it is for any to interpret judgments in 
their own favor, by observing that she died the very 
day upon which the late Schism Act, designed (as they 
think) to rob them of a natural right, took place. 

(To be continued.) 


(plo cempliance with the request of our correspon- 
dent, ** M. H. D,”* of Marblehead, inserted in No. 
13 of the Magazine, we insert the following from 
the Gospel Visitant. 


Grace and Works. 


The doctrines of Grace and Works appear to most 
persons to involve opposite ideas, and to be, in fact, 
but the statement of two contradictory propositions.— 


one time, on the doctrine of free grace ; perhaps, frem 
this text, ‘ by grace are ye saved ;” at another time, 
he labors to set ferth the necessity of works to salva- 
tion; and in this instance, his text may be, ** work out 
your own salvation with fear and trembling.” The 


art or ingenuity can reconcile. For thus he reasons, 
** if salvation is by grace, bow can it be by works, and 
if it be by works, what has grace to do with it? Hence, 


times at the funeral of a late Princes, and my ears fill- | 





oo 


“We sre sometimes asked what our opinion is of these 
propositions? Did the preacher contradict himeelf or 
not? We have ventured to reply, that this might or 
might not be the case, according ae he dispored of his 
propositions. For, in the firet place, if he made either 
of these propositions, a whole eystem, instead of consid- 
ering it as part of a system, he must, evidently, ran in- 
to absurdity and contradiction. We say thi#, upon the 
authority of the scriptures, particularly of the two texts 
before named, * by grace are ye saved,’ and again, 
work out your own salvation ;’’ for the Gret plainly 
proves that salvation is by the grace of God, the other 
shews that human works have some concern in this sal- 
vation. While, therefore, we admit, that the scriptures 
are true and self-consistent, we must admit also, that 
the ebove pussages mean something. And as we can- 
not harbor the idea, that the bible holds forth diverse 
and contradictory doctrines, we must ef necessity con- 
clude, that the propositions contained in the above pas- 
sages’are parts of a whole system, and that neither the 
one nor the other form a complete system of itself.— 
This point will be more particularly labored hereafter. 
It will be sufficient, here, to observe, that an error, of 
the kind alluded to, is very common and of a most per- 
nicious tendency. It has its effect, in the views we 
take of al] systems, natural, moral and religious. When 
we contemplate the natural world, as we should say, 
by piece-meal, it presents nothing but confusion.— 
And why? Because we do not discover the relation of 
one part toanother. We are too apt to suppose a part 
to be a whole. So again, in the moral kingdom; we 
consider one scene of things without observing its con- 
nexion with another ; one dispensation of providence, 
dissociated from another, and both from their grand 
object, and all appears a chaos, and * a horror of great 
darkness’ rests on the whole. We are apt to judge, as 
a man does, who is unacquainted with the laws, powers 
and relationso mechanism. He is told, that an artist 
will construct a machine which shall describe the time 
of day. Hesees one wheel or spring of the machine; 
this locks well, but he observes another that appears to 
possess ah opposing power; hence he confidently as- 
serts that the design will be frustrated. Or if he should 
contemplate either wheel as a whole, he would, if pos- 
sible, be still further from the tact. The truth is, he is 
ignorant of the relation which one part bears to the 
other, and thus makes a false conclusion. He does not 
realize the truth of the apostolic maxim, * all things 
work together ;” he does not discover the necessity of 
a co-operation of things seemingly unlike, to produce 
one end. He is for having one cause operate alone.— 
But * all things work together for good.” 

We are sometimes interrogated again, ‘“‘which system 
de you prefer, the Calvinistic or the Arminian?”? We 
answer, we like them both, better than the adherents 
to these respective doctrines like each other; or better 
than they love each others supposed opposite teuets.— 
To speak plainly, we do not see any thing like natural 
contradiction in the ideas of grace and works; and 
though we are perfectly well convinced, that these 
ideas have been preached in such a way as to exhibit an 
opposition, yet we believe the opposition is more the 
werk of the preachers, than the legitimate tendency of 
the ideas themselves. 

To render our views plain and familiar, we wil! con- 
sider with serious attention that direction of our Lord 
recorded in John vi. 27, ‘* Labor not for the meat that 
perishetb, but for that meat which endureth unto ever- 
lasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you.” 
To derive any advantage from labor, and to receive it 
by way of gift would be generally supposed to convey 
opposite ideas ; and it might not appear eary to bring 
the two into one point. If we receive imperishable 
meat by gift, what need of laboring for it? And if we 
labor to obtain it, how is it then a gift? Yet every 
Christian knows, that the above is the doctrine of his 
Master; and he must either receive it as truth or re- 
nounce his faith; for he will hardly be willing to ac- 





published downright contradiction, There must then 
be some principle, on which the two propositions are 
reconciliable, ‘To ascertain this, let us in the first place 
consider how this imperishable meat is to be TeCeived gy 
a gift. 

1. This meat is a gift, with respect to its origin, it 
may be very fitly represented by many things ig the 
constitution of nature, which are certainly the gifts of 
God, because they originate wholly in his munificenc 
and are altogether unproduced by any agency of tnany 
euch for instance, is the light of the sun ond the rain 
from heaven, No man will pretend that his own ef 
forts or exertions produce the one or the other of these 
temporal blessings. The ‘grace and trotk which 
came by Jesus Christ,” and which compose * that 
weat which endureth unto everlasting Jife,” are equally 
the fruits of the Father's spontaneous love; no humag 
agency, no energies of ours could possibly be the pree 
ducing causes of these ‘ spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ.” For we observe, 2d, the spiritual 
food, of which the text speaks was provided fos man, 
before he could labor at all, before he had an existence, 
There is a constitutional provision in the kingdom of 
nature for the wants of natural beings, before they ex. 
ist; there is provision made in the kingdom of grace, 
to meet the spiritual necessities of the children of men, 
before those necessities are experienced ; and this 
grace is provided and finally distributed in a constitu 
tional way, in perfect conformity to those wise and 
benevolent laws, by which the moral kingdom is goy- 
erned, A father can bestow an inheritance upon his 
children while in a state of infancy, and consequently, 
ignorant of the bestowment, and the wants which ren- 
der it necessary, ** He bath chosen us in him before 
the foundation of the world. Thou presentest bim with 
the blessings of goodness.”” 3, We argue, that this 
spiritual food is a gift, considered with respect to bu- 
man ability to purchase it. God needs nothing as 
compemsation for what he bestows on us, or if he did, 
we have nothing to give. ‘* Thou sayest | am rich and 
increased with goods, and hast need of nothing, and 
knowest not, that thou art poor, and wretched, and 
miserable and blind, and naked.» Such is the real 
condition of man, whatever his ostensible circumstan- 
ces may be; and hence if the ** wine and milk” of the 
gospel are bought at all, we purehase them ‘ without 
money and without price; which is tantamount te 
saying that they are free gifts of God. 

Having thus endeavored to shew that the imperisha- 
ble meat is given to the world, and pointed out the 
sense in which it is to be considered as a gift, we shall 
next turn our attention to the idea of laber for what is 
given. We entertain no doubt but the careful and jo- 
dicious reader will see, that we have advanced nothing, 
in what we have said concerning the gift, which neces- 
earily excludes the idea of labor. We shali do well, 
however, to remark that whatever a man receives by 
gift is not, and cannot be, in the same sense received 
as the effect of labor. Mian labors, for his subsistence ; 
but his food is acknowledged to be the gilt of heaven; 
and in the sense in- which it is so, it is altogether in- 
dependent of his exertions. We mean to be under- 
stood, that the gift and the Jabor preserve each theit 
proper place in the system to which they belong; and 
that instead of any jar or interference, which, to speak, 
mechanically, would obstruct the motion of one or both, 
and thus defeat the design of the whole system, they 
mutually assist each other’s power and effect, and *@ 
give a combined efficiency to the vast and wise econo 
my of divine grace. 

To illustrate and establish the truth of these positions, 
we observe, in reference to some prior remarks upon 
the natural constitution of things, that man receives 
the blessings of providence, through the medium of ex- 
ercise and labor, He must sow his field and plant his 
vineyard, if he expects to eat of the productions of the 
one, or crink of the fruit of the otber. We ‘“ cat cur 
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bread by the sweat of the brow.’? The ordinance of 
heaven, that it should so be, is no fortuitous event, but 
a most wise and benevolent portion of the scheme of 
providence, and «8s much a part of the natural consti. 
tution of things, as the gift of the light of the eun, or 
the blessing of rain to forward and perfect the fruits of 
the earth in their season. And here, though we admit 
this truth, that God has ordained that ‘* cold and heat, 
summer and winter, seed time and harvest shonld not 
cease,” yet every intelligent mind will discover at 
once, that this arrangement of the seasons does not ex- 
clude the necessity of bodily labor; and that on the 
contrary, both occupy their repective places in the nat- 
ural economy. The same Being, who fixed the order of 
the seasons and appointed their revolutions, who has 
made the earth capable of bringing forth ** fruit for 
man,” his also ordained that man should exert his nat- 
ural powers, in co-operation witb his benevolent de- 
sign. But it is easy to see, that here is no interference 
between God’s gift and man’s labor; both are useful, 
both are necessary. Instead therefore, of saying, as 
seme believe, that if God bestows his favor there is no 
occasion for human exertion ; we say, it is proper to la- 
bor because God is bountiful in the bestowment of his 
gift. 

The lowest views we can take of mankind will justi- 
fy these observations. In the chapter from which our 
text is taken, we are informed that the people who had 
profited by a miracle of our Lord in feeding the multi- 
tude. were at some pains to find him again. See verse 
24, and when they had found him, he explained to 
them the cause of their ‘laboring’? and ‘seeking’ to 
find him, verse 26. It must be remarked, they had 
been fed by the Saviour, in a miraculous manner, when 
human efforts to obtain bread would have been insufli- 
cient. Their repast wasa gift. They sought him a- 
gain, ‘for the loaves.’ For this they were willing to 
make exertions. ‘This circumstance was improved by 
the great teacher to incnlcate a useful lesson. ** Labor 
not for the meat that perisheth, but for that meat which 
endureth unto everlasting life.” He cid not inform 
them, that labor was nece«sary to obtain temporal meat; 
but that spiritual food was a gift, without any labor; 
but admonished them to employ their best powers, and 
to be active and assiduous in * laboreng”’ for that meat 
which the Son of man should give unto them. 

We may profitably pursue this thread of observations 
by noticing some other branches of our Saviour’s dis- 
course with the people, as described in the same chap- 
ter. In verse 28, they propose this question, ** what 
shall we do, that we might work the works of God ?” 
Jesus answered and said unto them, * this is the work 
of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.”»— 
On this answer, we observe, 1. That in these words we 
have the same ideas of gif and dabor as before. To 
believe is the “* work of God,” and yet it is ** ye? who 
are to believe. 2. We remark; this believing is God’s 
work in the following points of view; he presents the 
object of our faith, his Son Jesus Christ ; and this is his 
own act, because our faith does not create its object, 
and then act upen it; again, as faith depends upor evi- 
dence, ** God sends the spirit of his Son into our bearts” 
to witness to the truth, and to give all testimony its 
due weight upon our minds. But this believing is still 
our own personal act; it is we who believe, and, by 
the way, if this were not the case, we could not be 
beuefited by faith: for no man can be specially bene- 
fited by the faith of another. If it should be asked, 
what labor is there in believing? we would answer, the 
same that there is is any mental effort. Every student 
finds difficulties in his Way, that require patient, mental 
exertion to remove; and every believer will find obsta- 
cles in hie path, that must, of consequence, employ his 
best powers to remove ; and in both cases, the previous 
labor is one grand cause of subsequent satisfaction. — 
“* Let us therefore labor,” says St. Paul, * to enter into 
bis rest.” 


la the chapter above referred to, we find this senti- 


ment, ** ho man can come unto ine, except the Pati 
which hath sent me draw him,” verse 44. Here are 
the same ideas as before. Here is God’s work am 
man’s placed together. ‘The Father is represented a+ 
possessing op attracting quality. Probably the same ar 
the prophet mentions; ** with loving kindness have | 
drawn thee.” Men are represented as the objects at- 
tracted. To draw is the work of God; to come is the 
exercise of the creature. ‘That we may see the mutual 
aid of the two points, Jet it be observed, that no one 
can come to the Father without being drawn, and when 
drawn, none can stay behiud; * for al} that the Fath- 
er giveth me,” says Christ, ‘* shall come to me.”— 
Hence, while we say that coming to Christ is in a cer- 
tain sense, a creature work, yet it is not therefore a 
precarious business, a thing which may be or may not 
be; but as apart of the same system as the promise 
and the gift, will subserve the same purpose; for this 
human work is subject to a Divine influence. Divine 
goodness attracts the heart, and it moves towards the 
object. This goodness is a principle; the motion of 
the heart is an operation consequent upon the exertion 
of that principle. Our Saviour has this remarkable ex- 
pression ; **my Father worketh hitherto, and | work.” 
It is hardly necessary, and may be deemed useless, 
to multiply instances in proof or illustration of the pro- 
positions in the text: but there is one other case repre- 
sented in the gospel, in relation to our argument, which 
we consider as possessing too much beauty and perti- 
nency to pats unnoticed. We refer to the purable of 
the prodigal. This foolish young man bad “spent his 
substance ; he began to be in want, and would wil- 
lingly have eaten ‘* husks with the swine.» Unable to 
obtain even this sorry pittance, he ‘* comes to himself,” 
first, as preparatory to ** going to his father.» The at- 
tractive power is exerted ; he owns its influence. ‘In 
my Father's house is bread enough and te epare.”? Dor- 


your questions concern the doctrine of endless punish- 
ment, | have nothing to do with them. My only con- 
cern is with those questions which have a hearing upon 
the doctrine of a future deseiplinary punihbment. The 
two questions to which I shall attempt an answer, 
stand in the following words, viz. 

1. * How is it possible for one class of mankind to 
be entirely blessed in heaven, during these everlasting 
ages, and yet know, at the same time, that not only 
their fellow beings are in misery, bul that ther nearest 
cqnnexions are suffering these dreadful torments ?” 

2 * How is it possible that all men should be judged 
and rewarded in the future state, according to their 
works in this world, and yet that there should be but 
iwo classes only, and one of these made entirely hap- 


py, and the other entirely miserable? Is this according. 
to the deede of met in this life 2?” 


In answering these questions, I write as an individa- 
al, and shall express my individual views, | am not 
accountable for the particular vpinions of others, any 
more than they are for mine. 1 make this observation 
because | am aware, that there are some in-all denomi- 
vations who profess one general creed, but differ in par- 
ticular views. This has been the case among Restora- 
tionists, or those who believe in a future limited pun- 
ishment. Some have believed,Abat the future punish- 
ment of the wicked would be most intolerable in de- 
gree, consisting in lileral fire and brimstone, and en- 
dure for ages of ages. Accerdingly, they have used 
many expressions in their writings, which, to my mind, 
are very exceptionxble. But 1 think that no doctrine 
ought to be condemned on account of the particular 
manner it is held and expressed by its professors. WNW 
we did thus, perhaps there is no doctrine that would 
escape censure. Having made these remarks, you will 
pardon me, dear sir, for making some objection to the 
phraseology of your questions. They do not appear to 





mant epergies are awakened. New resolutions are 
produced, Finally, the necessary *‘ Jabor for meat” is 
excited. He determines to “arise and go to his fath- 
er,”’ and coniormably to this resolution, ** he arose and 
went.” The entertainment given by his father, the 
robe, the ring, the shoes were the father’s gift; the ex- 
ertion and labor, in going home were the son’s. 

With a very brief recapitulation of our remarks we 
shall close the present essay. We have seen, that 
thongh men often think, that grace and works have no 
connexion, yet that they are associated by al] the scrip- 
ture writers. We have found, that they are both parts 
of one perfect system; and that the absence of either 
would render the system imperfect. And we have 
clearly discovered, that man is not required to Jabor to 
produce the gift of God; but tbat his exertions are re- 
quisite, from the consideration of what his Maker has 
bestowed. The husbandman tills the soil and scatter: 
seed into the earth, in view ofthe gifts of rain and sun- 
shine, and on the strength of the promise of * seed 
time and harvest.” The famishing sinner ** labors for 
the meat which endureth unto everlasting life, ** be- 
cause” the Son of man giveth it to him.” 


FOR THF UNIVERSALIST M AGASINE, 


To H. B. 


Dear Sir—] have observed several questions propesed 
by you, in the Magazine, relative to the doctrine of fa- 
ture punishment, attended with a strong request, that 
sowe ‘* serious, friendly person” would answer them. 
Ihave waited some time, expecting that some writer, 
more competent for the work than myself, would have 
gratified your request. But, as no one has yet appear- 





ed for this purpose, | have concluded to make the at- 
tempt myself. I do not know as! shall be able to give 
you tatisfaction, but | trust you will have the candor 
to*allow what I do say, its just weight. 





In the Gret place, | would observe, that, as far as 


me to be phrased to meet the doctrine, against which 
‘they are directed, in the most favorable light. 1 do 
| not like the phrase everlasiing ages, as I think its com- 
mon acceptation would approach too near that of end- 
less duration. It would give, at least, mavy superficial 
readers to think, that there is not much, if any, differ- 
ence between the doctrine held by the Restorationists, 
and that of eudjess punishment. Besides, I know of 
no passage in the bible, which I think is descriptive of 
future punishment, that wil] justify this expression. 1 
weil know that, according to some writers on the res- 
toration, the phrase might possibly bear; but, as 1 be- 
fore observed, I do not think that this is treating the 
doctrine in its most favorable light. For my own part, 
although | believe in the existence of misery beyond 
death, I can form no definite idea of its nature or dura- 
tion. I do not feel at liberty to say, that it will con- 
tinue for ages, or one age. The existence of it accord- 
ing to the characters, or deserts, of its sufferers, is all 
for which the bible authorizes me, as a general case, 
to contend. I would further state, that [believe all 
suffering under the divine government, is designed for, 
and will certainly terminate in the best good of those 
who endure it, 

There is another word made use of in one of your 
quertions, which | think is calculated to mislead many 
readers, and give the doctrine which | embrace an 
odious aspect. It is this; ** ENTIRELY miserable.”’ 
1 do not know bow much you meant to signify by the 
word entirely, though it is copable of meaning to the 
extent of their capacity to suffer. Perbaps you meant 
that their pain would be unceasing or uninterrupted. 
Let either of these senses be your design in using the 
word, it conveys an idea that I know nothing of. 
Whether the wicked, in a future state, wil] suffer to 
the extent of their capacity, or without any cessation 
of pain, I learn nothing from the bible ; nor is it essen- 
tial to the system which | embrace, to suppose it se. 
Your candor will certainly imduce you to let every 
doctrine be stated in it* most favorable light. The 
proper lightin which the doctrine that you oppose, 
ouglit to stand, is, that men will be treated in a future. 
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state (that ie, when they commence it) according to 
the character in which they leave this. This, I think, 
is a just statement of the doctrine, free from all pecu- 
liarities of Opinion. On this ground I am willing to 
answer your questions, 

Your first question, divested of its borrowed garb, is 
this; How can the saints in heaven be happy, when 
they know that some of their fellow-beings are in mis- 
ery? I do not add here, connextons, as } think you will 
not insist that particular attachments will exist in hea- 
ven. lTanswer. What should disturb their happiness, 
if they know that all the sufferings of their fellow-cres- 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


and ever cireumst tt 
eagerly cmiicne®, to reprets the spirit of free inquiry, 


and keep alive the excitement against our sentiments 
which the self-righteous and the ignorant always have 
cherished: and, as if not willing to stop here, they 


continue their reprehensible conduct, by eacorgres oe be saved and to come unto the kn 
what should be the main subject of discussion, and | oth. owledge of 


threatening every one that does not subscribe to their 
unreasonable degmes with a dreadful punishment im a 
future state. Would to God, for their interest and the 
cause of true religion, they stopped’ here. But no; 


with ali the energies of eloquence they declare, that if 


they believed onr sentiment, they would let loose all 
their Corrupt possions, and hesitate not to commit eve- 
ry egregions crime, thus leaving us in the disugreeable 


= 


ance, suited to their designs, they | 


tures are necessary for, and will terminate in their best necessity of inferring, that no love of holiness, no love of 
good? Can we suppose that the saints in heaven now, their fellow men, no love of God, no, nothing but a fear 
are ignorant that many of their fellow-creatures are iD | of dreadful torment in a future state prevents them from 


misery in this world ? If not, how can they be entirely 
happy ? But | will put the case beyond all rational 
dispute. Does not Jesus Christ now know that many 
of his brethren of the human race, are in misery in this 
world? Has he not known this, at least, for ab ut two 
thousand years past? Is he entirely bappy ? Hw cen 
he be happy, when he knows that many of hi- brethren 
are experiencing all kinds of misery? The answer 
which I anticipate from you here, is, that the reason 
why becan enjoy heaven while he knows that so many 
of his brethren are in misery, is because he knows that 
it is designed for, and will terminate in their good. 
This is a rational answer, and it is also an answer to 
your own question. 

Your second question, on account of the preceeding 
Temarks, requires but very little to be said in answer. 
That it is just to treat mankind according to the char- 
acter which they sustain, will be granted on all hands. 
This is all, according to the doctrine which I have stat- 
ed,implies. If men close this life in a sinful and unre 
conciled character, there can be no injustice in their 
‘being received aud treated according to their character 
‘beyond death. 

But there seems to be a difficulty in your mind, how 
that there should be only ‘two classes” in the great 
body of mankind. 


disobeying both the laws of God and man. How pain- 
‘fol would it be to us to think them as wicked as their 
own words imply that they are. Although we can 
|plainly see the ingratitude of that spirit: whieh leads 
i\them to make such remarks, yet we wish to disbelieve 
that they possess a strong desire te sin, which nothing 
prevents them from gratifying but the fear above men- 
tioned. 
But we even doubt the possibility of their mistaking 
our sentiments so much as to think that we do not be- 
lieve in regeneration. We believe that it is nothing 
but a blind, wild, and head-streng zeal which compels 
them to make such an assertion. Suppose we should 
say that they do not believe in regeneration, would they 
think us fuir and eardid? Would they not tel) ws that 
they believed that all that enter heaven must be born 
again? Now how is it more fair, for them to say that 
we do not believe in the regeneration ofall mankind, 
j than it is for us to say that they hold that some of the 
hamen race will be ushered into glory uvoregenereted 
arid in their sits ? Were we to dffirm this of them, they 
‘could justly xccuse os, and upon the same principle do 
| we fault them for disputing or doubting our belief of 
ithe regeneration of all mankind. We confess that our 
‘views of regeneration may be dissimilar to theirs ; but 
‘We differ he tiofe from them, than they do from us. 
| We'have a tight’'to say that our views of this doctrine 
are scriptural, and we'pledge ourselves to eupport it. 


] 








| But we. annot persuade them peither to disprove it, 
j j nor attempt to, and, therefore, we deny their right to 
In ensewer to this, I have only to; say that we do not believe .n it. 


Now the simple fact 


say, that the bible has made this simple distinction ; | is, they will not attempt an argument upon this sub- 
and, in my opinion, it is just as well as it would be to Jeet ; and ae ~ to + ah ne believe “ we 

w.- . ‘ : vy. WwW Vv ‘a —_ 
divide them ete ten or ten thousand. No person of | This tease uae: Sheela haw A of the GendWick 
intelligence supposes from this, that every man in a Islands contend, that the missioparies who are ‘sent 
class is to be treated alike. There is, however, doubt- | there, do not believe in the doctrine of eternal misery, 
Jess, a good reason for this general division, Our Sa-| nor election and reprobation, nor original sin, nor total 


viour says, * He that is not with me, ts against me ; | depravity. nor the final perseverance of the saints, and 


and he that gathereth not with me, scatlereth abroad.” [a eS OCONEE ve tates to Tees Spee Cit UneIes 5 


This general classification is made in varions passages 
of scripture, (see Mal. iii, 18. Mat. xxv. 31--46) and 


‘whether it relates to this world ot the future, the prin- 


ciple is the same, 


1 have now said, dear sir, al] which I conceive to be | will hold no communicn with us : 





would not the missionaries think themselves misrepre- 
sented aud injured? Would they not attempt to prove 
that they believed these doctrines, and call upon the 
heathen to hear them? Now they deny thet we be- 
lieve the doctrines of the gos; cl, and on this account 
and yet they will 


necessary or iniportant in answer to your questions, — | not uttempt to prove that we do not, nor hear us when 


Whether I have teached their real merit, orin any 
measure removed the supposed difficulties which they 
involve, is left fer your candid judgwent to determine. 
Ifuuy thing here advanced, be defective in point of 
reasoning, you will have the goodness to show we 
wherein, and I will endeavor to rectify it. 
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A few remarks relative to those 


who say, that we dehy the doctrine of regeneration. 


It is often asserted by those of our opposers who have 
no disposition to understand the principles of the doc- 
trine we advocate and who wilfully misrepresent the 
same, that we do not beli¢ve in the necessity of regen- 
eration. In room of publicly and ingenuously attack- 
ng our sentiments, and comparing them with common 
tense and the scriptures, they embrace every opportu- 
nity to infuse into the minds of inen a Violent prejudice 
and deadly enmity to them. With various HK bes 
they endeavor to justify themselves in this course of 
conduct. Feigning to think us voworthy of their no- 
tice, and assuming a stiff, ungraceful mein, they stand 


‘ 
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we aftempt to prove that we do. ‘ Whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them : for this is the law and the prophets.”> Matthew 
vii. 12, 

We hold that “God will have all aien to be saved”; 
ean we then Coybt that he will have all men to be re- 
generated 2? We held that * Christ Jesus gave himself 
a ransom for all, to be testified an due time™ : can we 
then believe that all will not be regenerated in die 
time? We believe that ** all the nations that God has 
made shall come und w orship before him, «ud glorify 
his name”; can we then suppose that «Il will not he 
regenerated 2?) Regeneration 4nd salyetion are insepa- 
rable 5 each is indispensable to the others existence. 
If it be tree then that ** the way of the transgressors is 
hard,” and that ** the w.ys of wisdow are pleasantness 
and all her paths are peace,” it aynst also be trne that 
we cannot enjoy salvation, without being regenerated, 
and turned from transgression to wisdom. We know 
that all are not now horn again ; but this is not proof 
that they never willbe. ‘There was a time when Ds- 
vid was iv the lowest hell; this is no proof that he tas 
not since been regenerated ; and although ell have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God, we cennot 
consider this 4s evidence against the final regeneration 
of all men. 


; We have in the case of Sanl, of Tarsus. a remark ible 
mstince of rer ppeytin UY fins 





‘wrs tis chrrecter he- 







fore be was converted to Christianity? He was 
lent persecutor of those who believed that * the F 
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world,” and 
Jesus Christ’was this Son. He wasa Pharisee of ¢ 


ry 


he did not believe before, that God would have al} 


As he was u Pharisee, he was undoubted) 
righteous ; he thought bimself to be one of the pecu 
favorites of heaven, and he persecuted the disciples of 
| Jesus because they claimed for their master the charac 
ter of ** the Saviour of the world.” What did Tegen- 
eration do for him? Humbled him at the feet of J. 
and led him to see that there was mercy in God, ervey 
for the chief of sinners. It filled his bosom with lore, 
and prepared him to proclaim life and immortality ty 
mankind; to preach the love of God manifested tg 
sinvers through Jeeus Christ our Lord. It made hig 
acquainted with that grace which bringeth salvation t 
all men, and teacheth them to deny ungodliness ang 
worldly lusts, and to live soberly, righteously, and god. 
ly in the present world. Now how can it be said that 
we do not believe in regeneration. We believe in the 
salvation of all men, and we see many of them unpre. 
pated for the enjoyments of the kingdom of heaven, 
We see many with dispositions to rejoice at the mi 

of buman nature ; we hear mony saying that if they bo- 
lieved the Lord would save all men, they would in 
dulge in every species of vice ; many despise the richer 
of his goodness and forbearance and Jong-suffering, net 
knowing that the goodness of God leadeth us to'tepen- 
tance; and some are heard to say, that if el) oven are 
to be saved, they themselves should not wish to be, 
Now how can we believe in the salvation of al] men, 
and not believe in the regeneration of these people? And 
yet these ate the very ones who charge us With diibe- 
lievinig this doctrine. We ree ‘none that need regener. 
ation more than they do, and ‘were all other proof‘anni- 
hilated, a knowledge of the existence of such a disport 
tion as leads them to speak as they do, would be suff 
cient evidence of the truth of the doctrine. They mast, 
if they consider these things, either deny that we be- 


lieve in regeneration. 

Let us remember that Jesus came to subdue the prood, 
and ‘bring down the lofty, to convince us of our sue 
and bring us to repentance; therefore, let us obey his 
commandments, and enjoy life. RICHARDS, 
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T'0 OUR PATRONS. 


We again offer our sincere thanks 
to those of our Subscribers who 
have forwarded payment for the 
Magazine, and we hope not to of- 
fend those who are in arrears, when 
we inform them that they would not 
only do us a favor, but save us from 
being put to great inconyenienee, 
by forwarding the amount due im 
mediately, 

= () 


DEDICATION. 


The large and elegant Meeting- House, helénging 
the ** First Universalist Society, in Providence, Rs I.” 
which is now completed, will be dedicated to the sefr 
vice of Almighty God, on Wednesdzy next. 

So ; 

Erratim.—1n ovr last No., Jast page. last eolomn 
251!) line from the bottom, for ** 11,000,000,” rea 
1 100,000. ; 
“ot —— — ee rer 

MARRIED, : 

In this city, by Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. George F. Vanot 
fo Miss Sarah Ann Breen. , ’ 

By the Rev. Hosea Ballou, Capt. John Miller to Mies 
Pamela Huzieton. 








DIED, 


In this city, Delia Ann Bowen, daughter of Mr. Abel 
B. oged one year. 
In West-Cambridge, Mr. Samuel Whittemore, 24 





In North Bridgewater, at his residence, Lemuel Patk- 
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strictest sect ; and if regeneration changed his view . 


lieve in the salvation of all men, or allow that we be - 
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